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Diego Rodriguez de Silva 'y Velazquez [b. 1599, Sevilla, d. 1660, Madrid] | Venus at her Mirror [The Rokeby Venus] | 1649-51 | oil on canvas, 122,5x 177 cm | National Gallery, London m

he CRoEeEy Venus is wicfe[y regardécf, a[ong with Titian's Venus cf Urbino, as one qf the most Beau’mfu[ and
si, mficant lportmya[s of Venus in the ﬁistory of westewcl/minting. Yet it is w’rtua[[y imyossiﬁ[é to ex}ofm’n the magic of
this Joainting. The consistent reduction of colour to lucid ved, gent[e blue, clear white and a warm reddish-brown allows
the skin tone hgf Venus - blended, incicfenmffy, on[y from the other colours in the yainting - to emerge as an
indeyenc[ent ue whose SUMptuous sheen dominates everytﬁing else.

\/enus is ]oresentecf ina sensuaiﬁ/ erotic pose, and yet she seems chaste and is so comja[éte[y mergecf with the overall
image that she cannot be touched. Cu]oicf, disarmed, without his bow and arrow, is ﬁo(cﬁ’ng a mirror, his hands bound
Ey fagiﬁz }oinﬁ ﬁtters, condemned to do notﬁing and comyfete[y immersed in contemplation of the Beaunfu[ goafcfess.
The mirror image - in defiance of all laws qf optics - does not reveal the other side of Venus, but onfy ]aermits a vague
and blurred ref ection of her facia[ traits. T his may in fact indicate the unafer[ying meanin of the Joicture: it is not
intended as a syeczﬁc emale nude, nor even as a }aortmyaf of Venus, but as an image of sefaﬁsorﬁea( Eeauty. The
gocfdéss cf [ove appears here as a mytﬁica[ being with neither aim nor purpose, neecgng no scene of action, but
Efossoming Eefore OUT Very eyes as an image of%eauty itseg[.

@um’ng the Clncluisition yictures were censored and artists who yaintecf [icentious or immoral Jaaintings were
excommunicated, finea[ ver ﬁeaw’[y and banished. Rather than Joum’sﬁ so notable an artist as \/e[cizcluez, his Venus
was acceiptec[. Cu}aicf and the face to be seen in the [ooﬁing-gfass were, in all }oroﬁaﬁifity, strongfy oveqoainteaf in the
eigﬁteentﬁ century.
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